Minister: Rev. Singa Vunipola
Email: singa.vunipola@gmail.com
Tel: 020 8762 0646
Mob: 07808 807 457
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Happy to Help!
If you are interested in any items mentioned in the
newsletter, want a confidential word, or have views that
you would like to express, please contact any of the
church trustees.
The trustees in alphabetic order are:
Joan
Vanessa
Francess
James
Juliana
Monty
Steve
Kwaku
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Dates For Your Diary

Thur’s from Dec-March
10am -5pm

Warm Hub- (see item)
Volunteers needed

Wed 23rd Nov – Wed 21st Nov
7.30pm-8.30pm

Advent Bible Study‘Flame of Hope’ See item

Sun’s from 11th Dec 2022
02nd April 2023

Glass Door Night Shelter at
Rivercourt (see item)

Thur 15th Dec., 10.45am

Film and Faith Group (see item)

Sun 18th Dec., 11.00am

Rivercourt Carol Service followed
by bring and share lunch

Sun 18th Dec., 4pm

Circuit Carol Service at Chelsea
Methodist

Sat 24th Dec., 11.30pm

Rivercourt Midnight Communion
Service

Sun 25th Dec., 10.30am

Rivercourt Christmas day service

Tue 07th Feb., 7.30pm

Trustee meeting in person

Sun 12th Feb., 12.30pm

Church Council Meeting
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Thursdays December 2022 – March 2023:- Warm Hub
The cost of living crisis and freezing temperatures are
affecting everybody. As part of our mission, Rev Singa wants
us to open the Church and offer a ‘Warm Hub’ and fellowship
during this winter.
As from Thursday 15th December 2022, Rivercourt will be
open on Thursdays from 10.00am – 5.00pm for those
people who want to come inside for warmth, friendship,
fellowship, hot drinks and light refreshments. Church
members and visitors are welcome.
We need help to operate this and Rev Singa is asking all
of us if we will commit to providing support, even if it's
an hour a week. We need a minimum of 4 people
throughout the day. Please think and sign up even if it's
for an hour. The more you can help, the easier it will be.
You might think you can’t offer anything, but the more people
there are inside the church the livelier it will be and the more
inviting for visitors to come inside.
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We need people to:
●
●
●
●

make and serve hot drinks
make cakes
welcome and chat to others
donate tea/coffee/milk/biscuits/ cake

There are grants available to help us with the finances of
operating a ‘warm hub’ and we are in the process of applying
for those
The Night Shelter operates from Sunday 11th December until
Palm Sunday (2nd April 2023). Our ‘warm hub’ will
complement the ‘Care in the Community’ that we offer as part
of our mission.
Please sign up to help others this winter.
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Christmas at Rivercourt

Page | 6

Join us on Zoom for the
ADVENT COURSE 2022
“Flame of Hope”
The Advent Course of Bible Study for this year is on the
theme “Flame of Hope”. The theme has 2 main
purposes, firstly to remind us of the birth of Jesus in
Bethlehem, with all that it implied for the salvation of the
world, and secondly to prepare us for Christ’s second
coming.
The course runs for 6 weeks and will begin Wednesday
23rd November 2022. The meetings start at 7.30pm
and finish at 8.30pm. Join by Zoom:
Topic: Office Rivercourt's Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/5889071559?pwd=d3YwckpUSTBXc0VoQ1
N5N3B1Uk01Zz09
Meeting ID: 588 907 1559
Passcode: rN2nVE
(Please make a note of these details as we plan to keep
them the same for the duration of the course.)
If you do not have access to Zoom and wish to join,
please speak to the steward on duty on a Sunday or
contact the Church Administrator 020 8741 1348 or
office@rivercourt.org.uk
The course will be followed across the Circuit, but each
individual church will make its own arrangements for
when and how they will choose to study it.
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Rivercourt 2025- Redefining our future at
the heart of the community

Update: Public Consultation
Following the interviews with our stakeholders and our
Church workshop in the spring of this year, Leyla Hart
developed a questionnaire for us to use with a wide
audience. We are very lucky that Rob Grant developed the
questionnaire and put it on an online tool – Survey Monkey.
Lynda, our Church Administrator, emailed the link to the
questionnaire to about 100 people. Towards the end of
October 22nd a small group trialled the survey by opening the
Church and stopping passers by, asking them if they would
answer a few questions about the Church. We were
pleasantly surprised by the responses. During November we
opened the Church on 3 more Saturdays and continued to
ask passers by for their thoughts and opinions. We collected
about another 120 responses over the course of these 4
Saturdays. A big thank you to those members who gave
their time to serving hot drinks, chatting to visitors, and filling
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in the survey. Several people were interested enough to
come inside the Church and chat. Some people who said
they were in a hurry and only had one minute stayed chatting
for several minutes.
We closed the questionnaire at the end of November and
drew the prize draw. We guaranteed anonymity, so we don’t
know who won the prize. What we do know is we had 250
responses and less than 40% of people opted into the draw.
The next step is to look at the data to see what it tells us.
We will be presenting that so we as a Church can discuss it
and decide what we want to do early in the New Year.
At our Church Workshop in the Spring, we agreed:
“Our Future Vision:”

Below is an update of what we do, have done and are
planning to do.
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Vision
Worship

Calendar Events
Youth Outreach
Children & Families
Fitness & Wellbeing

Connections and Interests
Learning
The Arts
Care in our Community

What we do now/have done/ could do
Sunday services
Tongan Community services
Bible Study, Advent & Lent
Film & Faith
Midnight Mass/ Watch Night Services
LTCC
MK
Platinum Jubilee Barbecue
Christmas Carol Service
WLFS Drama Group
Play Ball kids
Zumba
Salsa
Line Dancing
Chair based youga
Tai Chai for vulnerable women
Iraqui Cultural Café
Iraqui Film Club
Latin Learning
Iranian English Classes
Singing Group Practice
Opera Group Practice
Iranian Singing Group
Glass Door Night Shelter
Warm Hub
Iranian Support Group
A.A.
Age UK

Activities in Bold are managed and operated by the
Rivercourt Church Community
Activities in normal type are managed and operated by our
Users
Activities in Italics are planned and will be operated by
Rivercourt
Activities in red are in discussions to operate in the near
future
As members of Rivercourt we are welcome to participate in
any of the activities.
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Film and Faith Social Group
Hello, our Film and Faith social group meets each month and we would be
delighted if you can join us at our next meeting.
The Film and Faith group operates a bit like a book club, but with films
rather than books.
Each person watches a specific film and then we meet together to discuss
it. We share our opinions and hear what others have to say.
Our next film will be “Sorry We Missed You” . This is available to watch on
BBC iPlayer. If you do not have access to BBC iPlayer or want some help
to see the film then please speak with Fiona or Joan.
Remember, you need to watch the film BEFORE you come to the
discussion.

We will meet to discuss the
movie at Rivercourt on
Thursday 15th December 2022
between 10.45 and 12.00.

Do come and join us on 15th November. We really want
to hear what you think about this film.
Film and Faith Group
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On 5th December 2022, Glass Door will reopen the night
shelter circuits in London, providing emergency shelter,
safety and hope to those who need it the most during the
hard, cold months of winter. The open-access shelters will be
open for 16 weeks until 26th March 2023, and will offer a
nutritious meal, a safe place to sleep and breakfast to 75
people each night.
The night shelter circuits will run in partnership with churches
in the London boroughs of Hammersmith and Fulham,
Kensington, and Chelsea and Wandsworth. Glass Door
caseworkers will work on-site with the shelter guests,
supporting them to build their own pathway out of
homelessness.
The Night Shelter at Rivercourt Methodist Church will
start on Sunday 11th December 2022.
Glass Door night shelters save lives, their year-round support
services help to ensure that lives are changed.
We live in an uncertain world, so Glass Door remains ready
to adapt our plans to the changing landscape, while always
putting the interests of our guests at the heart of our decision
making.
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THINGS GLASS DOOR NEED
Please find details of the items that we particularly need right
now below.
Instant coffee

Instant hot
chocolate

Tea

Sugar

Biscuits

Vegetarian tinned
soup

Tinned tomatoes

Tinned baked
beans

Tinned pulses

Dried Pasta (no
Rice
spaghetti please)

Cereals

Jams

Sauces, e.g,
Tomato ketchup,
brown sauce

Small toiletries,
unisex

New socks

New underwear;
men & women

Disposable
razors

● Shampoo
● deodorant

Please send donations to their mailing address: Glass Door
Homeless Charity, Argon Mews, London, SW6 1BJ . Or
give them a call on 0207 351 4948 if you have any
questions.
You can still also purchase items on their behalf through an
Amazon Wish List.
Alternatively, please consider making a financial donation,
and they will use the funds where they are needed most.
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As emergency coronavirus measures such as the furlough
scheme and universal credit uplift come to an end, more and
more people are finding themselves on the brink of
homelessness. Glass Door is keeping its doors open to best
support those affected by homelessness.
During 2021 - 2022:
1,425 guests were supported
263 guests were housed
94% of guests said they felt more optimistic
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Rivercourt and Gift Aid
Have you heard people talking about Gift Aid? Fiona often has
something to say about it – not surprising as she is the Gift Aid
secretary for Rivercourt. At the recent Church Council meeting
there were some questions about the scheme. Here’s some
information which should help to make the money you give to
Rivercourt “work harder”.
Gift Aid allows Rivercourt to collect more money from donations - an
extra 25p for every £1 the church receives….. and doesn’t cost
donors anything. So £20 can turn into £25 for Rivercourt.
There are some limits….
Single donations must be in cash and no more than £30. This means
it’s best to try to avoid putting £50 notes in the collection bags. If
you use envelopes, it’s best to put no more than £30 in each envelope.
If you have signed a Gift Aid Declaration, you can give money in
any way and as much as you like. It will all count for Gift Aid.
Gift Aid makes a difference…
Last year Rivercourt was able to collect an extra £2614.53 with Gift
Aid. That’s money that helps us with our heating bills. So you can see
it’s worth Rivercourt being part of the scheme, and shows how the
money you give can be worth even more.
If you would like to know more about Gift Aid then please speak with
Fiona. She’ll be very happy to explain all the rules and help you decide
if you want to complete a Gift Aid declaration.

Make your giving even
more of a gift
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Thank you’s:
Everyone who has
volunteered their time
and efforts to the
consultation work.

Please pray
for:
All those Church
members who are unable
to come to Church.

Juliana
Jon for everything he
does behind the scenes
to keep the sound
system working. We truly
appreciate you and
everything you do.

Pray that the war in
Ukraine would cease and
for justice and
righteousness to be
seen. Pray that those in
need would find refuge
and strength in the Lord.
Pray for God's peace
and protection on those
in danger, experiencing
fear, or grieving.
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Poets Corner
The Christmas Life
Bring in a tree, a young Norwegian spruce,
Bring hyacinths that rooted in the cold.
Bring winter jasmine as its buds unfold Bring the Christmas life into this house.
Bring red and green and gold, bring things that shine,
Bring candlesticks and music, food and wine.
Bring in your memories of Christmas past.
Bring in your tears for all that you have lost.
Bring in the shepherd boy, the ox and ass,
Bring in the stillness of an icy night,
Bring in the birth, of hope and love and light.
Bring the Christmas life into this house.
Author: Wendy Cope
Submitted by Margaret Ford

Season’s Greetings and a very good 2023.
Don’t forget if you have any poems you would like to share with us, Juliana
would love to hear from you.
Margaret Ford
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A message from the editor
Hello Rivercourt family!
What a year it has been! As the festivities of Christmas are
here please take the time to pray for those who are
celebrating this most special time without their loved ones.
I pray that, however you spend Christmas, you are filled with
the hope and love the birth of Jesus brings.
Join us for the Christmas Eve and Christmas day services.
Details of the services are on page 6.
Have a blessed Christmas and a peaceful new year.
Stay safe, stay well, stay connected!
Kindest regards
Juliana
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Services in the coming period
Sunday 04th December
Rivercourt Church open for worship at 11am
Preacher, Mr Lola Fatogun
Team on Duty: Betty’s Team
Sunday 11th December- Holy Communion
Rivercourt Church open for worship at 11am
Preacher, Rev Deji Okegbile
Team on Duty: Steve’s Team
Sunday 18th December- Carol Service
Rivercourt Church open for worship at 11am
Preacher, Rev Singa Vunipola
Team on Duty: Juliana’s Team
Sunday 24th December- Midnight Communion
● Rivercourt Church open for worship at 11.30pm
Sunday 25th December
● Rivercourt Church open for worship at 10.30am
Preacher, Rev Singa Vunipola
Team on Duty: Betty’s Team
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Don’t Forget!
● As from Thursday 15th December 2022, Rivercourt will be open
on Thursdays from 10.00am – 5.00pm for those people who
want to come inside for warmth, friendship, fellowship, hot drinks
and light refreshments. Church members and visitors are
welcome.
● If you want Rivercourt to keep in touch with you, please complete
the Keeping in Contact form at the back of the Church and hand it
in to a Church member.
● If you want Rivercourt’s contact details, there are cards at the
back of the Church which include all Rivercourt’s details – please
take one for your reference.
● Rev Singa will be in the church every Wednesday morning for
quiet time from 10.30am – 12.30pm. Come in to have a private
chat, pray or have a warm, safe place to stay for a few hours.
● Every Thursday afternoon from 12.30pm we have a lunchtime
service led by different ministers and lay preachers. The service
lasts for about 45 minutes and is followed by a bring and share
lunch.
● Would you like the flower display dedicated to you for a birthday
celebration, wedding anniversary etc.? You can make a donation
to cover the cost of the display on your special Sunday. There is a
flower rota calendar on the notice board in the lounge area.
Please fill in your name against the date you want to remember
and give your donation to Betty.
● Envelopes in the lounge - If you wish to make a donation for a
specific cause, please put in an envelope – marked with who you
wish to donate to and put in the collection- i.e. Ukraine appeal,
Rivercourt sinking fund etc.
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