Rivercourt Methodist Church

November 2022

Minister: Rev. Singa Vunipola
Email: singa.vunipola@gmail.com
Tel: 020 8762 0646
Mob: 07808 807 457
Church Tel:
020 8741 1348
Church Address:
King Street,
Hammersmith,
W6 9JT
Email:
office@rivercourt.org.uk
Website:
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www.rivercourt.org.uk

Happy to Help!
If you are interested in any items mentioned in the
newsletter, want a confidential word, or have views that
you would like to express, please contact any of the
church trustees.
The trustees in alphabetic order are:
Joan
Vanessa
Francess
James
Juliana
Monty
Steve
Kwaku
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Dates For Your Diary
November 2022
Mo
31
07
14
21
28

Tu
01
08
15
22
29

W
02
09
16
23
30

Th
03
10
17
24
01

Fr
04
11
18
25
02

Sa
05
12
19
26
03

Su
06
13
20
27
04

Thur 10th Nov., 10.45am

Film and Faith Group (see
item)

Sat 12th, 19th & 26th Nov.,
10.30am -2.30pm

Rivercourt Church survey
response gathering (see
item)

Sun 13th Nov., 11.00am

Remembrance SundayCafé style service

Sun 11th Dec- .,
Sun 02nd April

Glass Door Night Shelter
at Rivercourt (see item)

Sun 18th Dec., 11.00am

Rivercourt Carol Service
followed by bring and share
lunch

Sat 24th Dec., 11.30pm

Rivercourt Midnight Mass
Service

Sun 25th Dec., 10.30am

Rivercourt Christmas day
service
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Phase Three- Rivercourt Public Consultation
We are now at Phase 3 which involves a short 5 minute
quantitative survey (held online and in person) covering 5
key areas:
1. Awareness of what Rivercourt currently offers to the
community
2. Appeal of the ‘Heart of Hammersmith’ vision and who it
is targeting
3. Appeal of each of the 9 pillars of the potential
proposition
4. Degree of relevance of each of these pillars
5. Level of potential usage of each of these pillars
The launch of the survey took place on Saturday 22 nd
October 2022, in front of Rivercourt. Members of the
congregation were stopping passers by and completing the
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survey with them on a tablet. In addition, other members
were inside the church providing refreshments and hospitality
to these passers-by.
The launch went well, with 44 surveys being completed.
However, we do need a lot more survey’s completed. As
such, we will be opening the church on Saturday 12th,
Saturday 19th and Saturday 26th November 2022, to get more
responses.
Rivercourt Church members, we need you! Volunteers
are needed to serve tea/coffee, chat to participants, stop
people in the street and invite them to complete the survey,
complete the survey in paper format and or electronically.
Please let Fiona, James, Joan, Juliana, Rob, Steve and/or
Singa know if you can help – even if for only an hour.
We also want your feedback so are asking you all to
complete the survey over the next few weeks. The Proposed
Vision is on the notice board in the lounge area. The link for
the survey is now on the Church website. A paper copy of
the survey will be available from Sunday 13th November.
The survey closes on 30th November 2022 so please help us
gather as many responses as possible.
You can complete the survey here:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/W8ZLRZ8
or follow the links on the Rivercourt web site.
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Film and Faith Social Group
Hello, our Film and Faith social group meets each month and we would be
delighted if you can join us at our next meeting.
The Film and Faith group operates a bit like a book club, but with films
rather than books.
Each person watches a specific film and then we meet together to discuss
it. We share our opinions and hear what others have to say.
Our next film will be “Belle”. This is available to watch on BBC iPlayer. If
you do not have access to BBC iPlayer or want some help to see the film
then please speak with Fiona or Joan.
Remember, you need to watch the film BEFORE you come to the
discussion.

We will meet to discuss the
movie at Rivercourt on
Thursday 10th November 2022
between 10.45 and 12.00.

Do come and join us on 10th November. We really want
to hear what you think about this film.
Film and Faith Group
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We are planning to operate the weekly night shelter for the
homeless from Sunday 11th December. The service is
offered Palm Sunday 2nd April 2023 – 17 weeks.
Glass Door, the charity operating the scheme plan to
commence the service from Monday 5th December. Last year
the local authorities prevented churches from offering the
service due to potential risks from Covid 19. We are pleased
to learn that this year the local authorities will not prevent
Churches from offering the service. We are still waiting for
details of the scheme, which we will pass on as soon as we
can. Sunday is the night that Rivercourt provides food and
shelter. This year, both Christmas Day and New Years day
are on a Sunday. Rev Singa Vunipola has offered, with her
family, to provide the service on Christmas Day. If you think
you’d like to help or know more about the scheme please talk
to Steve and/or Vicky who are the Rivercourt co-ordinators.
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How could you help with the night shelter at
Rivercourt?
Cooking
Could you come in at 6pm
and cook for our guests
using a recipe that will be
provided?

Setting up
Could you arrive at 7pm
Set up table and chairs
and chat to our guests?

Serving
Could you arrive between
6.30pm & 7pm. Heat up the
food, serve and wash up?

Praying
Could you undertake to
pray for our guests and
the work of the
nightshelter at least once
a week?

Giving
Could you give money,
toiletries, clothes, and food
for the work of the
nighshelter?

If you could do any
of these things
please see Steve
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Rivercourt and Gift Aid
Have you heard people talking about Gift Aid? Fiona often has
something to say about it – not surprising as she is the Gift Aid
secretary for Rivercourt. At the recent Church Council meeting
there were some questions about the scheme. Here’s some
information which should help to make the money you give to
Rivercourt “work harder”.
Gift Aid allows Rivercourt to collect more money from donations - an
extra 25p for every £1 the church receives….. and doesn’t cost
donors anything. So £20 can turn into £25 for Rivercourt.
There are some limits….
Single donations must be in cash and no more than £30. This means
it’s best to try to avoid putting £50 notes in the collection bags. If
you use envelopes, it’s best to put no more than £30 in each envelope.
If you have signed a Gift Aid Declaration, you can give money in
any way and as much as you like. It will all count for Gift Aid.
Gift Aid makes a difference…
Last year Rivercourt was able to collect an extra £2614.53 with Gift
Aid. That’s money that helps us with our heating bills. So you can see
it’s worth Rivercourt being part of the scheme, and shows how the
money you give can be worth even more.
If you would like to know more about Gift Aid then please speak with
Fiona. She’ll be very happy to explain all the rules and help you decide
if you want to complete a Gift Aid declaration.

Make your giving even
more of a gift.
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Data Protection and Contact
Information
Between October last year
and now, we’ve been asking
everyone what details they
would like the Church to hold
and how they would like to
be contacted. We’ve had to
do this to meet the
requirements of the Data
Protection Act which was reviewed in 2018. The Act states that
before an organisation can make contact, the individual must
give permission as to who is allowed to use their details and for
what purpose.
At this stage, the information is being kept in a book in
handwritten form and stored in the safe. The only details stored
on the computer are those email addresses which have been
provided by individuals. There are no other details stored on
the computer. Personal details can only be accessed by the
Minister, Trustees and Safeguarding Officer. It may be that
these Officers give access to your data to the Pastoral
Secretary for pastoral contact and the Administrator of
Rivercourt to organise contact and communications such as
mailings to keep you informed on any events planned
If you have not signed and returned your form Rivercourt
Church will not be able to make contact with you for any
reason. Please return your form and let us know how you
wish to be kept informed and contacted by the Church. If
you haven’t completed a form or want help filling it in let
us know and we can help.
There are a lot of regulations surrounding the keeping of data
which seems to be a lot of bureaucracy for a small organisation
but it is a legal requirement. The Act states that the data held
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will be reviewed and your permission resought every 5 years
in line with continuation or change of Minister.
Whilst our presence on social media is not high, we have a
website and are on Facebook. Increasingly, people access
information from the internet and it is hoped in the future that
we will develop our presence on Social Media. In preparation
we have included those questions on the form. It is our policy
that neither individuals nor their details appear on social media
unless they give their direct permission for each and every
occasion. For example, if a worship or social occasion was
publicised on the Website, Facebook and/or the newsletter.
The Methodist Church has a very comprehensive Privacy
Policy regarding data which can be viewed on the website.
www.methodist.org.uk. There is a printed copy available in the
Church Office and we can provide printed copies of this if
anyone wishes.
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Thank you’s:
Everyone who has
volunteered their time
and efforts to the
consultation work.
Juliana
Jon for everything he
does behind the scenes
to keep the sound
system working. We truly
appreciate you and
everything you do.

Please pray
for:
All those Church
members who are unable
to come to Church.
Pray that the war in
Ukraine would cease and
for justice and
righteousness to be
seen. Pray that those in
need would find refuge
and strength in the Lord.
Pray for God's peace
and protection on those
in danger, experiencing
fear, or grieving.

Our prayers are
with you all
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Poets Corner
One Nation Under God
Thanksgiving is more
than a day in November
That students of history are taught to remember,
More than a date that we still celebrate
With turkey and dressing piled high on our plate…
For while we still offer the traditional prayer,
We pray out of habit without being aware
That the Pilgrims thanked God just for being alive,
For the strength that he gave them to endure and survive
Hunger and hardship that’s unknown in the present
Where progress and plenty have made our lives pleasant…
And living today in this great and rich nation
That depends not on God but on mechanisation,
We tend to forget that our forefathers came
To establish a country under God’s name…
But we feel we’re so strong we no longer need faith,
And it now has become nothing more than a wraith
Of the faith that once founded this powerful nation
In the name of the Maker
And the Lord of creation…
Oh teach us, dear God,
We are all pilgrims still,
Subject alone to Your guidance and will,
And show us the way to purposeful living
So that we may have reason
For daily thanksgivingAnd make us once more
A God-fearing nation
And not jus a puppet of controlled automation.
Author: Helen Steiner Rice
Submitted by Margaret
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A message from the editor
Hello Rivercourt family. Your Church needs you!
Please spare your time to help with the survey efforts. We
need to gather as many responses as possible to make the
analysis of the data useful. If you have any time on 12th, 19th
or 26th November from 10.30am, please come to the Church
to help. The more people we have the better.
If you want to contribute to the newsletter please contact me
via phone or email. Details below:
Email- office@rivercourt.org.uk (Put the word ‘Newsletter’ in
the subject line)
Stay safe, stay well, stay connected!
Kindest regards
Juliana
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Services in the coming period
Sunday 06th November
 Rivercourt Church open for worship at 11am
Preacher, Mr Monty Grigg
 Team on Duty: Betty’s Team
Sunday 13th November- Remembrance Sunday- Café
Style Service
 Rivercourt Church open for worship at 11am
Preacher, Rev Singa Vunipola
Team on Duty: Juliana’s Team
Sunday 20th November- Holy Communion
 Rivercourt Church open for worship at 11am
Preacher, Rev Faith Nyota
Team on Duty: Steve’s Team
Sunday 27th November
 Rivercourt Church open for worship at 11am
Preacher, Mr Month Grigg
Team on Duty: Betty’s Team
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Don’t Forget!
 If you want Rivercourt to keep in touch with you, please
complete the Keeping in Contact form at the back of the
Church and hand it in to one of us.
 If you want Rivercourt’s contact details, there are cards
at the back of the Church with all of Rivercourt’s details
on – please take one for your reference.
 Rev Singa will be in the church every Wednesday
morning for quiet time from 10.30am – 12.30pm. Come
in to have a private chat, pray or have a warm, safe
place to stay for a few hours.
 Every Thursday afternoon from 12.30pm we have a
lunchtime service led by different ministers and lay
preachers. The service lasts for about 45minutes and is
followed by a bring and share lunch.
 Would you like the flower display dedicated to you for a
birthday celebration, wedding anniversary etc.? If so, you
can make a donation to cover the cost of the display on
your special Sunday. There is a flower rota, calendar on
the notice board in the lounge area. Please fill in your
name along the date you want to donate and give your
donation to Betty.
 Envelopes in the lounge - If you wish to make a donation
for a specific cause, please put in an envelope – marked
with who you wish to donate to and put in the collectioni.e. Ukraine appeal, Rivercourt sinking fund etc.
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