Activities for Juniors.
• You can learn what Jesus teaches about being a Good Shepherd.
Today we will read a story about Jesus from the time before he was put on the cross and
then rose from the dead.
Jesus was preaching to people, and also arguing with the leader of the Jewish Temple, the
Pharisees. Jesus was trying to help them all understand that he had been sent by God,
and the miracles they saw him perform showed that he had authority from God. Jesus
was trying to help them understand that he was God’s Son.
Some of the people who heard him and saw what the miracles he performed believed in
him. However, others did not and they wanted him to go away and stop his preaching.
Jesus used stories to explain things about himself and God. These stories would help
people understand his message.
In today’s story, Jesus uses the idea of a shepherd looking after a flock of sheep. Jesus
told stories about ordinary everyday things. These were part of everyone’s daily lives so
the stories would be easier to understand.
The story is from the gospel book of John. It comes after Jesus had healed a blind man.
The Pharisees were investigating this healing. They wanted to know how this man, Jesus,
could have cured someone? They questioned the man who had been blind. The man told
them that Jesus had healed him and that he was sure that Jesus had been sent by God.
However the Pharisees were unhappy and could not accept this. In fact they sent the
healed man away. The Pharisees seemed to think that Jesus was a threat to their
authority as leaders of the Temple and the Jewish people.
Jesus carried on teaching the people. He talked about his role as God’s Son and what he
had been sent to do on the Earth.
Read the story to find out how Jesus relates this to being a Good Shepherd.

• You can read the story as it is told in the gospel book of John.
“I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. A hired
man will run when he sees a wolf coming and will leave the sheep, because they aren’t his
and he isn’t their shepherd. And so the wolf leaps on them and scatters the flock. The
hired man runs because he is hired and has no real concern for the sheep.
“I am the Good Shepherd and know my own sheep, and they know me, just as my Father
knows me and I know the Father. I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep,

too, in another fold. I must bring them also, and they will learn to follow my voice. Then
there will be one flock with one Shepherd.
“The Father loves me because I lay down my life so that I may have it back again. No one
can kill me without my consent—I lay down my life voluntarily. I have the right and power
to lay it down when I want to, and also the right and power to take it back again. For the
Father has given me this right.”

•

You can think about the readings.

Why does Jesus talk about shepherds? It is a bit strange for him to use shepherds as an
idea of being something “good”. At those times shepherds were not very important
people. In fact many people would have thought that they were rather unpleasant, and
perhaps could not be trusted.
A shepherd’s work was hard. They had to stay out on the hills, outside the city, with the
sheep. They would probably have been dirty and smell, from dealing with the sheep.
They probably did not have many friends amongst the town’s people.
Shepherds would often have worked in groups. One of them would have to stay awake at
night to watch the sheep and protect them against animals like wolves who would try to
hunt the sheep. At night time the sheep would be driven into a fold. Sheep folds are still
used today, over 2000 years later. They are walled or fenced areas which help to keep the
sheep flock together. There is only one way into the fold and if that is blocked by a gate or
fence, then it makes it much harder for someone or something to steal a sheep.

Here is a
photograph of a
sheep fold found
in the Negev
region, an area
that Jesus would
have been
familiar with. Do
you notice the
small way into
the fold? It
would be easier
to protect a small
entrance from
wild animals.

Often the shepherd on watch would block the entrance to the fold themselves to make
sure the sheep stayed in the fold. If the sheep were kept together like this then they
would be safer. However, the shepherd would need to be ready in case there was a
threat to the sheep. If a hungry wolf came along, they would need to be brave enough to
scare the wolf away, or even fight it. Would you be brave enough to fight a wolf?
If the shepherd owned their sheep, then they would want to do their very best to protect
them. If the shepherd was paid by someone else to look after the sheep, so the sheep
were not theirs, they might be less keen to stay and protect the sheep.

In this country you can watch shepherds looking after their sheep. They may use a dog to
help. The dog helps guide the sheep from one pasture to another and into the sheep pen
or fold.

This shepherd is
using a dog to help
guide a group of
sheep into a pen.
They are taking part
in a competition
looking for the best
team of shepherd
and dog.

In Palestine, where Jesus lived, the shepherds worked differently with their sheep. The
breeds of sheep there learn to follow their shepherd. They learn to recognise the sound
of the shepherd’s voice. They learn that if they follow this sound, then they will be looked
after. They will be taken to places where they can feed, and they will be protected from
dangers.
If the sheep hear a different voice, they will know to ignore it. It is not their own
particular shepherd, not their own particular protector. If a sheep goes missing, the
shepherd will look for them and help them rejoin the main flock. If a sheep is hurt, the
shepherd will look after it and, if needed, will carry the sheep on their backs until they are
well enough to walk again.

This photograph was taken near
Jerusalem in about 100 years ago.
It shows shepherds tending a flock
of sheep.
Can you see the shepherd carrying a
sheep on his back?
Notice how the shepherds are
walking in front of the sheep, not
driving them from behind.

Jesus talked about himself and called himself the Good Shepherd. If you understand the
life of a shepherd, you can start to understand Jesus’ message. Jesus said that he knew his
sheep and his sheep knew him. He was talking about knowing his followers, like the
disciples, and the other friends and followers that believed he really was sent by God.
Jesus talked about laying his life down for the sheep. He was telling his followers that one
day he would be prepared to die for them, to show them just how much God loved them.
Jesus related this to the shepherd who is dedicated to looking after the sheep, not
someone who will run away when their lives are in danger.
Jesus used the idea of the shepherd that knows their sheep to the idea of the Father, who
knows him. He was talking about God knowing him well because he was God’s Son. A
Father would know and love their Son very well. Jesus said that in the same way, he knew
and loved his flock; the people that followed him.
Jesus talked about having other sheep in another fold. He was talking about the people
that were yet to hear his message of God’s love for all people. Jesus knew that one day
the disciples and his followers would need to take his place as Good Shepherds. It would
be them who would need to carry on spreading the Good News of God’s love and how to
become part of the flock. If they became part of the flock, this meant that they would be
part of God’s Kingdom of love. In this way these new people would learn to recognise
Jesus’ voice, just like new sheep would learn the voice of their new shepherd.
Jesus then talked about what the future would hold; that he would be prepared to die for
the sheep. He said that he was prepared to do this and it was his own choice. He knew
that he would be made alive again, but he was ready to die first. God had given him the
right to choose. And Jesus had chosen to do this. Jesus said that no one could make him
do this, it was entirely his choice. This is very important because it gives us an indication
of just how much God loves us. He did not have do be put on the cross, but chose to do

this to show how much he loves us. Jesus said that God loved him, not because he was
powerful or because he did what he was told, but because God had given him the choice
and he had chosen himself to do this.
For us know this is very significant. It tells us that we can listen to God’s message and we
can learn about Jesus. We can learn how we should live to be a part of God’s Kingdom of
love. We can know about all these things, but God gives us the choice to decide what we
will do about it. We are not forced or made to do these things. We are a bit like the
sheep in the story. But in this case, we can choose whether we learn the shepherd’s voice
and whether we want to follow the shepherd.
If we decide to follow Jesus, the Good Shepherd, then this story tells us that Jesus will love
and protect us, whatever comes along. We will never be abandoned by the Good
Shepherd. We will always have God’s protection. God looks after the sheep and takes
care of them.
You can learn about these stories of Jesus and what God promises. When the time is right
for you, you can make your choice to follow Jesus, the Good Shepherd.

• You can make your own sheep.
You can make your own sheep by printing out the sheet on the next page. It will be easier
if you print the sheet onto card or thick paper.
You will need to follow the instructions on the sheet.
You will need:

scissors to cut out the shapes;
wool or string for the legs of your sheep;
something sharp you can use to make small holes in card;
glue suitable for card and paper.

Be very careful when using the scissors and making the holes in the sheep
(be sure to protect the surface underneath). Ask an adult to help if you need to.
Once your sheep are finished you can be creative as to how you display them. You could
stick them onto another sheet of paper. Or you could draw a picture of a shepherd and a
sheep fold and stick your sheep onto that.
Or you could even turn them into a mobile if you stick some more thread onto the heads
of the sheep and suspend them from something that you can hang up. For example, you
can use two coffee stirrers. Form them into a “X” shape and tie the middle of the cross
with string. Then add a longer piece of string in the form of a loop that also ties to the
middle of the cross. You will use this to hang up your mobile. Now stick your sheep on by
their threads, one at each end of the coffee stirrers. Use the loop to hang up your mobile.

• You can do a crossword based on the story.

• You can colour some pictures of based on the story.

Jesus said, “I am the Good Shepherd and know
my own sheep, and they know me, just as my
Father knows me and I know the Father.”

