Activities for Juniors.
• You can learn what Jesus teaches about the Gardener of a
grapevine.
Last week we learned what Jesus taught about being the Good Shepherd. This week in
our story Jesus is talking about a gardener.
Jesus was using examples of everyday things to teach people about God. These types of
stories helped Jesus’ followers to understand what he meant in his preaching. They could
then understand what Jesus was teaching them about how they should live their lives.
The stories helped Jesus’ followers to understand these things because they could relate
to the things from their everyday experience.
In this story Jesus describes himself as a grapevine. The disciples would have been very
familiar with vines growing in the fields and within the towns where they lived and
worked.
Jesus told the disciples that they were like the branches of the grapevine that the
gardener was tending, or looking after. The gardener wanted the grapevine to produce
lots of fruit. So the gardener had to prune the vine branches to make them produce more
fruit. If the grapevine grew well its branches would produce lots of fruit, even more than
the previous year.
Jesus said that God was the gardener who looked after the vine and did everything to
make it produce fruit.
As Jesus talked about being the grapevine he told the disciples, the branches, that they
should always stay attached to him. This was the only way they would be able to produce
the fruit that God wanted.
Read the story to find out what Jesus said about the Gardener, the Vine and the branches.

• You can read the story as it is told in the gospel book of John.
“I am the true Vine, and my Father is the Gardener. He cuts off every branch that doesn’t
grow any fruit. He prunes those branches that bear fruit so an even larger crop will grow.
He has already tended (looked after) you by pruning you back for greater strength and
usefulness. He has done this by the commands I gave you. Be sure to live in me, and let
me live in you. Remember a branch can’t produce fruit when it has been cut off the vine.
In the same way, you cannot be fruitful if you are apart from me.

Yes, I am the Vine; you are the branches. Whoever lives in me and I in them shall produce
a large crop of fruit. For apart from me you can’t do a thing. If anyone separates from
me, they are thrown away like a useless branch. The branch withers, and is gathered into
a pile with all the others and burned. But if you stay in me and obey my commands, you
may ask any request you like, and it will be granted! My true disciples produce bountiful
harvests. This brings great glory to my Father.”

•

You can think about the readings.

The disciples would have seen grape vines growing all around them. Some vines would
have been growing in fields, or vineyards. In a vineyard the vine plants would have been
planted in rows and the vineyard would probably have had walls surrounding it. A
gardener would be responsible for looking after the vine plants and making sure the
correct things were done at the right time of year so that there would be a good harvest
of grapes.

This photograph shows a vineyard where some of the vines are growing over the wall at
the edge of the field.
Vines need to be looked after very carefully if they are to produce a good crop of grapes.

At the correct time of year the old bushes need to be pruned so that new wood will grow
and produce fruit.
The vines need to be “cleaned”. This means that all the old leaves and bits of old and
dead branches need to be taken away. If this is not done properly, then the vine may
catch a disease from the old bits of plant as they rot. This is why the gardener will usually
burn the old branches and leaves, to make sure the vines stay healthy.
Once the tiny grapes start to appear, the gardener needs to make sure the vines are
watered so that the fruit will grow and swell. Once the grapes are large enough, they
need to be checked each day so that they can be picked at the perfect time. If they are
left on the vines for too long then the grapes may start to rot and the harvest will be
spoiled.
So you can see the job of the gardener is very important. The gardener needs to take
great care of the vines if they are to produce the best crop.

Here are some grapes that
have just been picked.
Many of the grapes we can
buy in our supermarkets
today come from Israel.
Jesus would have seen
grapes just like them
growing in the fields.

Jesus used this idea of a gardener to teach his followers about God’s love and care for
people; he told the disciples that God, his Father, is the gardener. Then he said that he
was the vine. Did you notice that he called himself the “True Vine”? What do you think
he meant by that? Jesus was teaching the disciples that he was the Messiah that people
were waiting for. Jesus wanted the disciples to understand that he had been sent by God.
He called himself the True Vine to help them recognise that he was indeed the true
Messiah.
Jesus then spoke about how the gardener cares for the vine. He talked about how the
gardener would remove the dead branches and prune the other branches to make them
produce more fruit. What did Jesus say about the branches? The branches were the
people, the followers of Jesus. And what about the fruit?
Jesus was teaching the disciples that it was their role to go out and tell others about God,
and Jesus, and how to be a part of God’s Kingdom of love. The fruit Jesus talked about
represented the people that the disciples would teach about Jesus. They would learn
about his life and come to believe that he was the Messiah.

Jesus told the disciples that they had been given the tools to speak to people about God
because he had been teaching them and telling them how to do this. However, he also
told them that they could only succeed if they stayed faithful to Jesus. Remember he said,
“Whoever lives in me and I in them shall produce a large crop of fruit. For apart from
me you can’t do a thing.”
Jesus was teaching them that they would need to stay focussed on Jesus and his teachings
so that they would have the strength to do this work. But Jesus told them that if they did
stay faithful to his message and his teachings, then they would succeed in their work.
The true disciples would be a part of the true vine and demonstrate God’s love and care to
all people.
What about you and me? How does this story work for us today?
Perhaps we do not know about grapevines, like the disciples did? It may seem an odd
story to us. How might Jesus tell this story if he was speaking to us today? What ideas
might he use?
Perhaps he would have a YouTube or other social media channel. He might talk about us
being one of his channel followers. If we keep following Jesus’ channel and follow his
teachings then we would be able to speak to other people about the channel and invite
them to look at it. If we think about this idea, what might Jesus say about God? Would
God be the channel controller?
Whatever the ideas we have about the story and how it might work today, it is important
that we can pick out the key lessons. These are that God is caring for us all the time; Jesus
is teaching us how we should live; if we follow Jesus’ teachings, and keep our faith in him,
then we will be a part of God’s Kingdom of love and be able to show that love to others. If
we do all these things, then other people will want to be a part of this Kingdom of God
and learn more about Jesus. We will produce a good crop and an excellent harvest.

• You can colour your own grapevine.

See if you can remember what Jesus said about the Vine, the branches and the fruit and
what they represent? What does God represent?
See if you can write about each of these on the lines below.

Vine - ________________________________________________________________
Branches - ____________________________________________________________
Fruit - ________________________________________________________________
God - _________________________________________________________________

• You can do a wordsearch based on the story.

• You can colour a picture which has a message of one of the key
verses from the story.

